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Worship Schedule:  
Summer Services: Sunday at 9:30 am 
UMC Annual Conference Report
Attended by Mike Jordan, Minnie Jordan, Les Ulm and Pastor Patience Kisakye

The 202nd and final session of the North Central New York Conference met June 18 at the Holiday Inn in Liverpool. Bishop Matthews opened the meeting and read greetings from Bishop Suda and Prima. Seven candidates were presented for ordination

Points of interest for Trinity were:  The retirement of Rev Betty Morey from Brown Memorial, and Rev Wendy Rodhamel, who was Pastor Patience's sponsor when she was ordained. New appointments include Rev Marti Swords-Horrell to Brown Memorial, and a Young missionary Andrew Gladstone-Highland to Brown to work with the South West Urban Ministry. The service years were announced with B.J. Norrix having 30 years service.  He got his start here at Trinity.

The afternoon session was opened with petitions and a Healing Prayer given by Rev. Darrell Barrow, followed by the introduction of the ministry outreach agencies including the chaplains and licensing of 13 local pastors.  When the Laity report was given each church was challenged to put a reminder at the exit "You Are Now Entering The Mission Field"

The final votes were taken to dissolve the North Central New York Conference (the four conferences) and to begin the Upper New York Conference effective June 19, 2010. Bishop Matthews closed the session and announced the Upper New York Conference would begin at 8:30 am on Saturday morning.

The Upper New York Conference began with 2,000 people forming a circle around the outside of the Oncenter holding hands in prayer. The conference was opened with a Native American sharing a story of creation.  Legend has it that a white pine tree was planted on Onondaga Lake with its roots growing in four directions symbolizing the four conferences.  Today one Native American church member from each of the four conferences brought soil from Native American lands to plant a new white pine tree symbolizing the unification into one conference. An awesome communion service was held with all receiving communion. A proclamation was read from the mayor of Syracuse declaring June 19, 2010 to be Upper New York United Methodist Day.

The afternoon session was spent adopting the 25 resolutions of the new conference.  It was impressive for the four conferences come together and to see the new cabinet.  We were honored to have three bishops present: Bishop Violet, Bishop Susan, and Bishop Matthews. The ordination ceremony followed the closing session.

A celebration of the Uniting Conference will be held on Sept.11 in Albany.  All the Churches are invited to attend. I am very grateful I was able to attend.  THANKS BE TO GOD!

Respectfully submitted,

Minnie Jordan
Why create a new conference?

New days call for new ways. For several years, the North Central New York, Troy, Western New York and Wyoming annual conferences have been responding to the need for new ways of doing ministry in this place and time. 

Even before the governing body of The United Methodist Church, known as the General Conference, called for a reduction in the number of Episcopal areas in each jurisdiction, people of Upper New York< Central Pennsylvania and New England had already been working prayerfully and proactively to discern how God was calling United Methodists to ministry in the Northeast.

There has been a steady decline in membership and financial resources in the church over the last 40 years. The need, however, for mission and ministry in our communities and our world has not disappeared—if anything, the needs have increased.

Taking advantage of this time of major transition for the regional church, New ACT also considered the purpose of the annual conference, how it can be streamlined to better serve the local churches and help them make disciples for Jesus Christ.

Recently Bishop Susan W. Hassinger of the Albany Episcopal Area and Bishop Marcus Matthews of the New York West Episcopal Area announced districts would be streamlined as the conference came together. Following unification on June 19, there will be 12, not 14 districts in the Upper New York area: Adirondack, Albany, Binghamton, Cornerstone, Crossroads, Finger Lakes, Genesee Valley, Mohawk, Mountain View, Niagara Frontier, Northern Flow and Oneonta. This realignment in districts is being proposed to free resources for mission.

As the United Methodist Church rethinks church, United Methodists are not only rethinking how we relate to our communities and our neighbors, but how we are structured to support the work of congregations from Niagara Falls to the Hudson River, from the St. Lawrence Seaway to the southern border of the state.

Please visit the new conference website at:

http://www.unyumc.org/
TRINITY RECEIVES SALARY SUPPORT GRANT FOR NEXT 6 MONTHS

First, the good news:

By a recent email Trinity UMC in Clay, NY received the following announcement: 

Dear Pastor and Local Church Salary Grant Team:  The Congregational Development Ministry Area (CDMA) is pleased to announce your salary assistance grant for July 1 – December 31, 2010 in the amount of:  $ 3,000

This grant comes after having lost out on a grant the past six months after receiving such support for nearly five years.  Our church leaders had submitted an application last fall and then gathered for a conference call interview where some hard questions were asked.  Then no grant was forthcoming at the beginning of 2010.

However, our church leadership--in light of the successful Church Retreat on Sunday afternoon, February 28, 2010, led by Rev. Darryl Barrow, our Crossroads District Superintendent—was determined to try again.  Thus, this spring another grant application for $6,000 for the next six month period was submitted and, again, church leaders gathered around the phone in the church office to answer the conference call questions with renewed confidence.

Next, the bad news:

This grant is only half of what we requested.

Now, for the rest of the story:
The email announcement, signed by Rev. Leon VanWie, Team Leader for the Congregational Development Ministry Area, indicated the team received grant requests totaling $180,322.50 for the six month period beginning July 1; however; the team had only half that amount available for grants, approximately, $90,000, so most of the grant requests were significantly reduced.  Rev. VanWie went on to say in his email, “We do, however, hope and pray that these funds will assist the churches…in the disciple making process…we wish you the very best.”

The email also contained a sharply worded message to us as follows:

“The salary grants need to keep being reduced.  Unfortunately, Clay: Trinity is showing virtually NO evidence of growth.  To receive future grants we expect you will:

· Show ways you are healthy

· Have a vision

· Establish a strategic plan and move toward fulfilling it

· Have a Biblical understanding of mission

· Show intentional means to meet new people

Some of the applications are from churches that have received support (for years) and show little signs of making it on their own…applications for “Revitalizing Congregations” need to show an “upward trend” (to continue to receive future grants).”

On Thursday, June 24, the Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development convened a meeting to discuss this situation and will work on showing how the many good ideas that were generated at the Church Retreat must and will be turned into action by the leaders of our various church programs.  We need to demonstrate to this Conference Team that Trinity Church is very capable of planning and carrying out new ways of “being church” such as we did on Sunday, April 25th using the model of “Don’t GO to Church, BE the Church” with a whole morning of mission outreach projects followed by a Celebration Luncheon and a 1:00 PM upbeat Worship Service.  

All of us, our leaders and members and friends of Trinity, have important work to do.
Submitted by Les Ulm
FINANCIAL REPORT

I am happy to be able to start this report off with some good news – the conference office has awarded Trinity a grant of $3,000 for July – December of this year.  The grant will be paid out at the rate of $500 per month toward salary support for our Pastor.  We can apply for a continuation of this grant for 2011 – but we need to put a lot of work into our efforts to grow our congregation.  This is a challenge we all must face and work at together.

As much as we hate to keep talking about money, it is a fact of life.  It takes money to keep the lights on, and to provide gas for the ovens, and electricity for the organ, and a musician to play the organ and a pastor to minister to the congregation, and paper for the newsletter, etc.  You get the idea – it may be the spirit of prayer that keeps our hearts open, but it is money that keeps the doors open!

This has been a very tough year for finances.  We started the year with about $30,000 in regular savings in addition to the Anita Kessel bequest in the amount of $30,920.79, which has been set aside for a special project to be determined in the future.  In January I had to withdraw $2,300 in order to meet payroll obligations.  At the end of February I had to withdraw $10,328.38 from savings to be able to pay the utilities as well as our monthly conference bill.  The conference bill consists of all of our insurances (liability, health insurance for the pastor, retiree benefits for the pastor, worker’s compensation for all employees) as well as our shared ministry apportionment.  And on June 19th I have had to withdraw another $8,207.14 in order to pay our bills.  This means that our $30,000 in savings is now only $10,000.  This cannot continue!

What can you do to help?  Are you current with your pledged giving?  Please mark your calendar for helping at Oktoberfest September 24 – 26?  Do you come to church as often as you can?  Do you bring a friend?  Do you have an idea for a fundraiser – and do you have the passion to run that fundraiser yourself?  Do you have ideas for new programs?  Would you volunteer for a leadership position and bring in new viewpoints?  Do you save your old ink cartridges to earn rebates for office supplies?

If you would like to share your comments or questions with the Ad Board, you may come to our next meeting on July 26th.  You may also give written comments to any Board member or Pastor Patience.  You can send an email or slip a note in the collection plate.  Please let us hear from you – we need all of you to be active participants!








Submitted by Linda Raulli

TREASURER’S REPORT
Memorial Account Balance 05/30/2010

$  2,162.24

Capital (Savings) Account  05/30/10


$18,922.58

     Decreased by $2,300 for payroll in January

     Cashed in CD $10,328.38 on February 27


To pay outstanding bills

Anita Kessel CD 05/30/10



$30,920.79

Checking Account Summary

   May Income





$11,196.90

   May  Expenses




$12,203.02


Checking account balance on 05/30/10 is $926.67.  There were unpaid bills in the amount of $2,661.70 for May.

From our retiree, June Hullin
Dear Trinity Friends,

When I left Liverpool Methodist after 35 years as Organist, I thought that part of my life was over. I went to another church for a year, but it wasn’t a good fit for me. Then one day, Bev Snow and Jean Pelky came to my door and invited me to Trinity. I knew Bev well for years and thought I might see more familiar faces, so the next Sunday I headed for Trinity and knew I was home again. After about a year they needed an Organist and I found myself on the bench – again! What a great 14 years. How grateful I am you gave me that time to do what I love best. But for everything there is a season, and as I retire (again), I wish you 3 things: that God will shower you with Blessings, that He will always keep you in His care, and most of all that He grant you His peace!

With Love & Gratitude,

June
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From the Trustees

We were very fortunate to have Project Help from Liverpool High School cleaning our church. They are off for the summer, and with the current school budget crunch, the program will be discontinued. This means we are relying on church volunteers to clean our church. Please help us keep our 


It’s time to start mowing the church lawn again. Volunteers are needed!! Please call or e-mail Jane Cole or Mike Jordan if you can help. Thanks!
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Vacation Bible School
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What is Baobab Blast you might ask? It is the theme for our VBS program. VBS at Trinity!!! That’s right folks- We will be doing a Vacation Bible School right here at Trinity beginning Sunday August 8 through Thursday August 12.  We will begin at 6:30pm and run until 8pm which gives everyone a chance to participate.  Mention it to your neighbors and friends and be sure to volunteer to be part of this exciting program. We need everyone’s participation in one way or another to make this a successful program so don’t hesitate.  
VBS Meeting- Tuesday, July 13 at 6:30 pm.  We will meet to continue planning and preparing for our upcoming Vacation Bible School which will be August 8- August 12 (6:30 pm-8pm)  We need everyone’s help and support to help make it a successful event and get some children at Trinity.  This year’s theme is Baobab Blast and is centered around storytelling and African culture.  Imagine what we can all learn while at the same time providing a wonderful environment for children in our community.  Everyone has gifts and talents to share so don’t be shy, and come to the meeting

In case you’re wondering, a Baobab tree is called the Tree of Life, and was featured as such in Disney’s “The Lion King.” The Baobab tree is capable of providing shelter, food, and water for the animals and people of the African savannah regions. Its cork-like bark is used for cloth and rope. Its leaves are used for condiments and medicines. It bears fruit, called “monkey bread.” It is capable of storing large amounts of water, which can be tapped in dry periods. For most of the year, the tree is leafless, and looks like it has its roots sticking up in the air. There are legends that the tree was stuffed in the ground upside down so it could no longer complain!

Our Baobab Blast features different “themes for life” each day through Bible stories, crafts, music, and games.

Day One is about Trust featuring the Zebra and Genesis 12:1-9 where God asks Abram to leave his home and go to a new land.


Day Two is about Love featuring the Red Colobus Monkey and Genesis 37, 41-45, the story of Joseph and his brothers.


Day Three the theme is Follow, the animal is the Elephant, and the story is from Luke 5:1-11, 27-32; 6:12-16; 8:1-3, Jesus calling his disciples and followers.


Day Four the word is Care, the animal is the Meerkat, and the story is from Luke 10:25-37, the Good Samaritan.

Day Five the theme is Share, the animal is the Giraffe, and the story is from Acts 8:26-40 about Phillip and the Ethiopian.
Bonnie Bergan has provided us with fabulous paintings of the animals, and we’ll have a simile of a Baobab Tree to sit near during story time. Our plans are taking shape. Please join us! Questions?????- Call Cathy Bryant (256-7247) for more info.
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MISSIONS 

It is so important that we continue to focus on those people outside of our church walls who are in need of our compassion.  Thank you for keeping these projects in your prayers as well as in your pocketbooks.  In addition to the list below, if anyone can work with children this summer, please contact Cathy Bryant.

 NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
Please keep New Salem on your shopping list.  They are providing a free lunch for at least 100 people every Tuesday and Thursday.  They can use paper products, groceries and helping hands.  They also continue to distribute food to local families once a month through their food pantry.  Linda Raulli contacts Bernadine Walker the third week of each month to pass along our donations.  In May there were many bags of groceries and in June, Linda passed along a check in the amount of $148.50 for them to purchase paper products for their lunches.  
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BROWN MEMORIAL

Brown is running a summer program for children. To honor Pastor Patience’s earning her doctorate, we are donating snacks to Brown’s summer program. Please bring in healthy snacks, such as juice boxes, pretzels, granola bars, etc.
In addition to the funds raised through the spaghetti dinner for Brown’s campership fund, there was $90 donated through our Sunday offerings.  That money has been sent to Brown Memorial to help send children to summer camp.

The clothing closet in Brown Memorial’s basement has suffered some major damage recently from a backed-up sewer.  It will need repair and cleaning before accepting new donations.  We will try to give you an update next month of where the repair efforts stand. 

HAITI RELIEF
Even though the disastrous earthquake in Haiti is not on the cover of the newspapers,  there is still a great need for assistance.  There was $50 donated to that cause, which has been forwarded to the NCNY Conference office for relief funds.

NO MORE MALARIA CAMPAIGN
The shaking can has captured the attention of just about everyone in the last couple of months.  There has been $404.50 collected toward the purchase of nets to help reduce the spread of malaria.  That money has been forwarded to the conference with our June monthly payment to be combined with other churches’ donations.  The campaign does not stop here!  Betty Donvito will continue to “rattle” her way throughout the summer to keep this mission going.

Please keep the Gulf of Mexico spill in your prayers:
For workers injured, missing and presumed dead from the explosion on the rig and for their families and friends, 


Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For people working tirelessly to contain the spill and protect fragile ecosystems and communities from its toxic impacts, 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For individuals and communities whose livelihoods depend upon the Gulf of Mexico,

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For your good Creation – from the smallest of sea creatures to the birds of the air - and all your magnificent handiwork at risk of exposure from our human errors,

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For wisdom to understand our dependence on You and strength that we might walk humbly in the path of justice and right-relationships with all Your Creation,

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

Amen

(www.umc.org)
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Pastor Patience would like to be in conversation with you at anyone of the following times:

Mondays-2:00-5:00 pm

Wednesdays-2:00-5:00 pm

Thursdays-2:00-5:00 pm
Friday is Pastor’s day off.   
OUR MISSION STATEMENT


Trinity United Methodist Church, a Christian community,  


in love … in service … in discipleship.
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